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(Report of the Open Access Experts from the Eastern and Central Europe)

INTRODUCTION:

UNESCQO, jointly with the National Library of Belarus, organized a “Regional
Consultation on Open Access to Scientific Information and Research” in Minsk,
Republic of Belarus from 05 to 07 September 2012. The main objective of the
Regional Consultation was to share how free and unrestricted access to research and
scholarly communication can increase the impact of research and benefit research
institutions, authors, and the society as a whole. The Consultation examined how
Open Access can add to the productivity, visibility and accessibility of research and
research outcomes. Open Access also contributes to improved teaching, research
and development in the region.

UNESCO and Open Access!

The 187th session of the Executive Board approved UNESCO’s strategy for
promotion of Open Access to scientific information and research, which was also
adopted by the General Conference at its 36th session. In the framework of the
overarching objective of "building inclusive knowledge societies through
information and communication" (34 C/4), the strategy focuses on policy
development, capacity building, standard setting, partnerships and
collaborations, and on playing the role of a clearing-house on Open Access as a
forum for international cooperation, exchange of dialogue and reflection. The
Open Access activities of UNESCO has been divided into the following three core
areas:

e  Provision of upstream policy advice and building partnerships

e  Strengthening capacities to adopt Open Access

e Serve as a clearing-house and informing the global OA debate

The term “Open Access”, the free online availability of research literature, was first
coined in the Budapest Open Access Initiative? in February 2002 followed by two
similar initiatives that strengthened the base of support for Open Access: the
Bethesda Statement3 from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, and the Berlin
Declaration4 which originated from the Max Planck Society and other Open Access
initiatives in the region.

= W

Additional Information: UNESCO Open Access: http:/ / tnyurl.com/82pxdey; Global Open Access Portal
http:/ /www.unesco.org/ci/ goap; WSIS Open Access Community http:/ / tinyurl.com/7etlkmp; Open
Access Brochure; http:/ / tinvurl.com/85q8¢49

http:/ /www.soros.org/openaccess/read

http:/ /www .earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.htm
http:/ /oa.mpg.de/files /2010/04/ berlin_declaration.pdf
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Joint Statement of the Participants

We, the participants of the Regional Consultation on Open Access to Scientific
Information: Concepts and policies met to deliberate and exchange knowledge and
experiences on the policy issues related to the Open Access to Scientific Research and
Scholarly Communication and collectively observed that:

Open Access to Scientific Information and Research has been recognized as a
promising model of scholarly communication and a tool to disseminate and enable
science;

1. “Open Access,” free and open global online access to peer-reviewed scientific
publications and data, can be provided to public via the Internet.

2. There is a need to take advantage of developments in ICTs, and broadly
disseminate the scholarship to foster interactivity.

3. Researchers and students from the region can gain increased access to
knowledge, publications, and can have greater visibility and readership.

4. Open Access increases potential impact of funded research, which is already a
case in many countries in the region.

5. Open Access provides opportunities for implementing additional models for new
publication culture and research evaluation.

6. Open Access has a potential to contribute to responsible research and
innovation by making the results of research available to public at large and by
facilitating societal engagement.

7. Open Access contributes to transparency by providing public access to publicly
funded research results.

8. Open Access helps to avoid duplicative research, minimizes time spent searching
for information and the research gains value when it is used and reused.

9. Private sector also benefits from wider access to scientific research results and
small and medium-sized enterprises improve their capacity to innovate.

By taking into consideration of opportunities as outlined above, we recommend to the
decision makers to adopt an inclusive and multi-stakeholder approach to develop Open
Access in the region. This should, inter alia, include the following:

1. Open Access should be mandated for all possible outputs of publicly funded
research.

2. Efforts are needed to foster Open Access publishing channels and Research
Information Systems.

3. The government and research funding organizations should adopt and promote
Open Access policies and mandates for the dissemination of scientific publications
resulting from publicly funded research.

4. Universities and Research Institutions should also be encouraged to adopt Open
Access mandates.

5. Understanding regional dynamics and building on successful initiatives through
collaborative work is critical for the Open Access movement in the region.

Page 2



6.

8.

Individual institutions can provide positive example for change and lead the way.
Scientific institutions and other stakeholders should reflect upon sustainable new
publication models, cooperate nationally, regionally and internationally and play a
role in the capacity building in the region.

Existing evaluation systems and reward structures are obstacles for the broad
implementation of Open Access. This system must be changed in order to create an
even-playing field. Promising developments for more comprehensive measures of
impact are taking place and these should be improved and implemented.

Support interoperability of Open Access infrastructure using open technology
standards and ensuring that it meets current best practices for metadata harvesting,
accessibility, and digital preservation.

Further recommend:

10.

11.

12.

13

14.

15,

16.
17.

To request UNESCO to continue supporting at the country-level, and regional level
initiatives to promote and foster Open Access to Scientific Research; act as a
collective voice to support Open Access in the intergovernmental fora and continue
implementing the Open Access Strategy as adopted by the 36t General Conference
in Paris.

To continue dialogue amongst stakeholders: UNESCO has a special role to play in
ensuring that there is full global involvement in the development of policies and
mandate. The templates developed within the framework of UNESCO’s Open Access
Strategy should be promoted.

To enhance the level of financial support for the projects and initiatives of public
organizations, scholarly communities in advocating Open Access to scientific
information and research.

To acknowledge the primary role of scholarly communities in creating Open
Access resources.

To consider developing an international instrument to guide governments in Open
Access activities.

To support creation of clearing house mechanism in the region for good practices
in relation to funding research practices that have open access as a supported
dissemination model.

To create “soft network” to ensure communication and continuous consultation
among the regional stakeholders.

To continue to develop more strategic partnerships amongst stakeholders.

To continue influencing policy level to urge institutions to sign the Berlin
Declaration on Open Access Initiative.

Post Script:

18.

Thank the National Library of Belarus, UNESCO National Commission for the
Republic of Belarus and Government of Belarus for the logistics arrangement and
for the hospitality.
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19. Express gratitude to UNESCO for providing support to create this platform and its
involvement in discussing current issues and challenges for Open Access in the
region.

(Annex: List of participants)
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List of participants for the Regional Consultation on OA to Scientific Information.

SN Country Name of the Invitee and Address

1. |Armenia Mr Tigran Zakaryan, Laboratory Manager, (elca OA Armenia coordinator), Institute of
Radiophysics and Electronics, Armenian Academy of Sciences, Alikhanian 1, Ashtarak 0203,
Armenia, e-mail; igr@irphe.am / tzakaryan@gmail.com, Tel: +374 91 463326

2. |Bulgaria Dr. Peter Lubomirov Stanchev, Professor and chair of Computer Systems Department, Institute
of Mathematics and Informatics, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, § G. Bonchev Street, 1113
Sofia, Bulgaria, e-mail: pstanche@kettering.edu

B. |Croatia Ms Jadranka Stojanovski, Sveutilidte u Zadru, University of Zadar, Rudjer Boskovic Institute,
Bijenicka c. 54, HR-10000 Zagreb, Croatia, e-mail: jadranka.stojanovski@irb. hr, Tel: +385 1 4560
929, Mob: +38598318609, Fax: +385 1 4561 095

4. Estonia Ms Liisi Lembinen, Development Director , Tartu University Library, W. Struve 1, Tartu,
50091, Estonia, e-mail: liisi.lembinen@ut.ee, Tel: + 372 737 5704 , Fax: + 372 737 5701

b. |Georgia Prof. Tinatin Bochorishvili, Deputy Director-General, Shota Rustaveli National Science
Foundation, Thilisi
Georgia, e-mail: bochorishvili@rustaveli.org.ge

6. |Hungary Prof. Gabor Makara, President, Hungarian Scientific Research Fund (OTKA), Budapest,
Hungary, e-mail: makaragb@gmail.com / makara@koki.hu

7. Latvia Mr Andris Vilks, Director, Latvian National Library, Head of the Knowledge Society
Programme Council at the UNESCO LNC and member of the National Information Society
Council, e-mail: Andris.Vilks@Inb.lv

8. |Lithuania Prof. Rita Marcinkeviiené, Vice-Chair of the Research Council of Lithuania, Gedimino pr. 3,
Vilnius, Lithuania LT-01103, e-mail: r.marcinkeviciene@hmf.vdu.lt /ruta@hmf.vdu.lt, Mob:
+370 60102117

©. |Macedonia  |Mr Bardyl Jashari, Director, Metamorphosis Foundation, Skopje, Macedonia, e-mail:
bardhyl@metamorphosis.org.mk / bjasaril@email.com

10. |Poland Dr. Pawel Szczesny, Researcher, Institute of Biochemistry and Biophysics of the Polish
Academy of Sciences, Department of Bioinformatics, Warsaw, Poland, e-mail:
szczesny.pawel@googlemail.com

11. Mr Mikhail Belevtsov, Deputy Director on Science, Republican Research & Practice Center of
children oncology, hematology and immunology

2. Ms Tatiana Golubeva , Researcher, Republican Research&Practice Center of Psychological
health

13. Ms Tatiana Osadchuk, Researcher, Republican Research &Practical Center “ Mother and
child”

14. Ms Maria Senko, Deputy Director, Belarusian State University Library

15. Ms Maria Tikhomirova, Chief specialist, Ministry of Information and connection,
Department of informatization

16. |Republicof [Ms Julia Visenberg, Scientific Secretary, Republican Research & Practice Center of Radiational

Belarus Medecine

17. Ms Tatiana Kozyr, Chief Department of the Library, Belarusian State Agrotechnical University

18. Ms Valentina Vyshemirskaya, Chief Department of the Library, Belarusian State Agrotechnical
University

19. Ms Oksana Voronetskaya, National Library of Belarus

0. Ms Inna Yurik, Chief Department, Central Scientific Library, National Academy of Sciences

1. Ms Ludmila Luschinskaya, Junior Researcher, Republican Research &Scientific Center of
Medical Expertise

22. Ms Olga Maisenova, Scientific Secretary, Republican Scientific-Technical Library

23, Ms Maria Shukhankova, Director, Polotsk State University
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4. Ms Oksana Sakovich, Chief Librarian, National Library of Belarus

R5. Ms Ludmila Guschinskaya, Head of the Sector, National Library of Belarus

26. Ms Olga Grinkevich, Head of the Sector, National Library of Belarus

R7. Ms Tatiana Kuzminich, Deputy Director, National Library of Belarus

28, Mr Vladimir Schasiny, Chairman, UNESCO National Commission

9. Ms Irina Bogdanova, Head of the Department, National Academy of Sciences

50, Ms Ekaterina Yantikova, Chief specialist, National Institute of intellectual property

31. [Romania Mr Nicolaie Constantinescu, ICT Manager, Sarminfo, Open Access Understanding Intelegerea
Accesului Deschis startad.kosson.ro, e-mail: kosson@gmail.com

32. |Russian Prof. Sergey Parinov, Professor, Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow. Russian

Federation Federation,

e-mail: sparinov@gmail.com

B3. |Serbia Ms Biljana Kosanovic, Head of the Department of Scientific Information, National Library of
Serbia , Skerliceva 1, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia, e-mail: biljana@nb.rs

B4. |Slovakia Mr Alojz Androvig, Director of Information technologies, University library, Bratislava,
Slovakia, e-mail: alojz.androvic@ulib.sk, Tel: 00421 905 657 140

B5. |Slovenia Mrs Mojca Kotar, Assistant Secretary-General, University of Ljubljana, University Office of
Library Services, Kongresni trg 12, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia, e-mail: mojca.kotar@uni-lj.si,
Tel: +386 12418 679

B6, |Ukraine Ms Iryna Kuchma, EIFL. Open Access Programme Manager, EIFL (Stichting eIFL.net), Kiev,
Ukraine, e-mail: iryna.kuchma@eifl.net

B7. |Uzbekistan  Mr Alisher Ishmatov, Deputy-Director, Navoi National Library of Uzbekistan, Marifat
Markazi, Center Marifat), Istiglol Street, 100017 Tashkent, Uzbekistan, e-mail:
a.ishmatov@natlib.uz, Tel.: (+998-71) 2328398, Fax: (+998-71) 2328391

B8. |SPARK Mr Lars Bjernshauge, SPARC’s Director of European Library Relations, Denmark, e-mail:
lars@arl.org - elbjoern0603@gmail.com, Tel: +45 53 51 06 03, Skype-Id: Ibj-lub0603

39. Mr Janis Karkling, Assistant Director-General, Communication and Information Sector,
UNESCO, 1 rue Miollis, 75015 Paris, France, Tel: +33 (0)1 45 68 43 20,
email: j.karklins@unesco.org, web: http:/ /www.unesco.ore/webworld

#0. |UNESCO Mr Bhanu Neupane, Programme Specialist, Open Access to Scientific Information and ICT &
Science, Knowledge Societies Division, Communication and Information Sector, 1 Rue Miollis,
75015 Paris, France, Tel.: +33 (0)1 45 68 43 65, Mob: +33 (0)6 98 64 56 71, email: b.neupane
@unesco.org
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